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(54) FIXING DEVICE 

(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To prevent irregularities in 
an image caused by a temperature difference between 
the resist and counter-resist sides of a heating roller 
and damage to a fixing device cause by unnecessary idle 
running. 

SOLUTION: A controller for controlling the temp, of the 
heating roller of the fixing device through idle running 
compares the previous paper sheet with a paper sheet 
used this time, when commands to start a job are issued 
(step 81). When the pager is larger, the idle running 
for a previously set idle running time is executed with 
the number of copies at the previous time, elapsed time 
from the completion of the previous copying, etc., to 
prevent the irregularities in the image due to the 
temperature difference. When the paper at this time is 
smaller, the paper is not passed through a paper 
nonpassing area (temperature rising area) of the 
previous time, so that the idle running is not 
permitted. On the other hand, a control not to permit 
the idle running, even if the temperature difference 
vanishes by natural cooling due to the elapsed time from 
the previous time, is executed to prevent the damage to 
the fixing device due to the unnecessary idle running. 
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